
July – August 1942 
 

Reinforcements 

 

USSR  Leningrad FTR2  Yak-1 

  Kiev  INF  4
th

 Division (2-3) 

  Dnep  FTR2  Yak -7D1 

  Moscow FTR3  Pe-3bis 

    CAV  1
st

 Guard (4-5) 

  Krasnodar MTN  1
st

 Guard (6-4) 

 

 

 

C/wealth Belfast  2xCVP1  Swordfish (to “Furious”), Fulmar (to “Ark Royal”) 

  London  FTR3  Beaufighter 

  Southampton ASW 

  Glasgow 2xBB  “Resolution”, “King George V” 

  Liverpool CA  “Nigeria” 

  Sydney  Territorial Australian (3-4) 

  Rangoon MIL  Rangoon (2-2) 

  Halifax  2xASW  both to construction pool 

    TRS  to construction pool 

  Bombay INF  13
th

 Indian (4-3) 

    Pilot 

 

USA  Boston  2xTRS  1 complete, 1 to construction 

  Houston 3xTanker 

  New York ENG  CBs Division (2-4) 

    INF  XI (7-4) 

  Chicago  PARA  XXXIV (5-3) 

    ART  8’’ (5-3)  

    MOT  XXI (7-4) 

  Los Angeles 2xCV  “Lexington II”, “Bunker Hill” (both to const. pool) 

    2xCVL  “Cowpens”, “Monterey” (both to const. pool) 

  San Francisco 2xCL  “Denver”, “Colombia” (both completed) 

    2xCL  “Canberra”, “Boston” (both to const. pool) 

    2xPilot  (LND3 Boston III and FTR2 F4F-3 from reserve) 

 

One of the first Fairey Fulmars to join 

the Fleet Air Arm lands on its carrier.  

It is hoped that the introduction of the 

carrier-based defence fighter will 

allow the withdrawal of outdated 

fighter squadrons that have led to so 

many pilot (and ship) losses.  

The barrel of an 8inch (203mm) 

heavy gun is ready to be moved on 

its modified howitzer carriage. 



 

China  Chung King INF ` Yoke 1 (6-3) held as no room to deploy 

  Lan Chow MTN  3
rd

 (5-4) 

 

Japan  Tokyo  CL  “Yahagi” (to const pool) 

  Fukuoka 2xCV  “Hiyo”, “Taiho” (both to const pool) 

  Hiroshima TRS  to construction pool 

  Sapporo 2xCVP1  D3A1, D3A2 

    2xPilot 

 

Italy  Milan  FTR2  Re 2002 “Ariete” 

  Genoa  SUB  to construction pool 

    CL  “Augusto” (complete) 

  Taranto  ASW ` to construction pool 

  Trieste  MTN  II (4-4) 

  La Spezia CL  “Emilio” (complete) 

    Pilot 

  

Germany Hamburg 4xSUB  all to construction 

  Stettin  CA  “Seydlitz” (to const pool) 

  Hannover LND3  Do 217M 

  Liepzig  ENG  6
th

 Panzer Engineer Motorised Division (2-5) 

  Dresden HQ(I)  Kesselring (5(4)2) 

  Nurnberg MTN  V SS (8-4) 

  Kiel   2xSUB  (2 to const pool, 1 complete) 

  Munich  NAV3  Do 217K 

  Vienna  LND2  Ju 87D “Stuka” 

    GARR  LXXX (7-1) 

    4xPilot 

Resource lending 

 

While the USA is a new ally of the Commonwealth in the war against Japan, it claims that a lack of 

suitable shipping prevents it from sending aid to Great Britain.  In reality, President Roosevelt 

believes that the USA’s first priority is to increase its own military, and that in any case until the U-

boat threat is better controlled it would be wasteful to send resources on the risky journey across 

the Atlantic. 

 

Germany on the other hand seems keen to keep Il Duce well supplied – Italian factories are 

maintaining full production. 

 

 

Initiative Axis dr = 9 Allies dr = 6 (+1) Allies challenge, initiative moves to equal 

  Axis dr = 3 Allies dr = 1  Axis win and elect to go first 

German factories are working around the 

clock to meet the ever increasing demands 

of the armed forces.  Workers put the 

finishing touches to Ju 87D “Stukas” before 

they are assigned to a Schlactgeschwader  



Impulse 1 (Axis) Operation Barbarossa 

 

Weather dr = 7  Fair, Fair, Fair, Storm, Fair, Fair (1) 

 

Declarations of War Germany - v – Russia  USE = 8, dr = 2 so 1 chit to Ge/It pool 

   Germany aligns Finland  USE = 3, dr = 2 so 1 chit to Ge/It pool 

 

Finally Germany ends the suspense – Axis planes and mobile units are launched into Russia to start 

the largest military operation in the history of the war – Operation Barbarossa.  The Wehrmacht has 

used the time since the invasion of France in May 1940 to vastly increase in size and power, while 

the Luftwaffe of 1942 dwarfs the 3,500 planes launched against the Allies 2 years ago. 

The attacking forces are divided as follows: 

 

Army Group North (from the Baltic to Brest-Litovsk) 

 

1x HQ(Armour) von Manstein 8(5)5 

1xHQ (Infantry) von Bock 7(3)3 

2xARM  Hermann Goering Panzer Division (2-6), 1
st

 SS Panzer Division (4-5) 

2xMOT  XI (7-4), XXXVIII (5-5) 

9xINF  VI (7-3), XX (8-4), XXV (7-4), XXVI (6-3), XXX (5-3), XXXIII (6-4), LX (8-3), LXII (7-4), 

  LXXI (6-4) 

2xMIL  Munich (6-2), Liepzig (4-3) 

1xART  PzJag 1 Anti-tank Division (2-6) 

 

Army Group Centre (from Brest-Litovsk to Lvov) 

 

1xHQ (Armour) Rommel 6(3)5 

1xHQ (infantry) von Leeb 5(2)3 

Army Groups North and Centre just before the start of Operation Barbarossa 



1xARM  1
st

 Panzer Division (3-5) 

4xMECH IV SS (10-5), XLVI (8-6), LII (6-6), 10
th

 SS Panzergrenadier Division (3-5) 

2xMOT  V (6-5), (6-5), 4
th

 Motorised Division (1-5) 

4xINF  VI SS (6-3), X (7-4), XLIII (7-4), XLV (6-3) 

 

 
 

 

Army Group South (from Lvov to the Black Sea) 

 

2xHQ (Armour) Guderian 6(4)5, von Rundstedt 7(4)4 

1xHQ (Infantry) Antonescu (Rumanian) 3(1)2  

4xARM  DAK (7-6), III (9-5), XLI (8-5), LVII (9-6) 

2xMECH VIII (7-6), XVIII (9-5) 

2xMOT  VII (8-4), XXVII (7-5) 

3xINF  XIII (8-4), XVII (7-5), II Rumanian (3-3) 

1xMTN  Alpini (Italian) (5-4) 

1xCAV  Rumanian (2-4) 

3xMIL  Berlin (7-2), Bucharest (3-2), Cernauti (2-3) 

2xART  88mm Anti-air Division (3-3), 105mm Artillery (3-3) 

 

Army Group Turkisch 

 

2xHQ (Infantry) Inonu (Turkish) 4(2)2, Balbo (Italian) 3(3)3 

1xMECH IX SS (9-5) 

2xMOT  II (Turkish) (5-4), Roma (Italian) (5-4) 

6xINF  1 (9-4), V (Italian) (4-3), III (Turkish) (4-3), XI (Turkish) (3-3), Guards (Turkish) (5-3) 

  1
st

 Division (Turkish) (1-3) 

3xMTN  Alpine (5-4), XLIX (6-4), Alpine (Turkish) (5-4) 

1xPARA  II (4-3) 

1xCAV  Turkish (3-4) 

Army Group South ready to strike into the Ukraine 



 
 

Finland 

 

1xHQ(Infantry) Mannerheim 5(2)3 

1xMECH IV (Finnish) (7-6) 

1xMOT  III (Finnish) (6-5) 

2xINF  Guards (Finnish) (6-3), II (Finnish) (5-4) 

2xSKI  1 Ski Division (Finnish) (2-4), 2 Ski Division (Finnish) (2-4)  

 

Luftflotte North 

 

3xFTR2  Fw 1090G3, Bf 109F2, Hejja (Hungarian) 

2xLND3  Ju 88A1, Do 17M 

1xLND4  P108B “Piaggio” (Italian) 

 

Luftflotte Centre 

 

3xFTR2  BF 109 E7, Bf 109F3, IAR 80 (Rumanian) 

2xLND2  2xJu 87D “Stuka” 

 

Luftflotte South 

 

2xFTR2  Bf 109E2, Bf 109E4 “Emil” 

1xFTR3  Bf 110E 

3xLND2  2xJu 87B “Stuka”, Ju 87D (Italian) “Stuka” 

2xLND3  Ju 88A4, Ca 135 (Italian) 

 

Luftflotte Turkisch 

 

1xFTR2  PZL P-24 (Turkish) 

2xLND3  Ju 88A4, A-30 (Turkish) 

1xATR  Ju 52  

The Turkish Front – General 

Yeremenko has struggled to 

get enough troops to hold 

the back door to the 

Caucasus.  The terrain has 

also inhibited his ability to 

manoeuvre the units he has 

to the best positions. 



 

Luftflotte Finland 

 

1xFTR2  Fokker DXXI (Finnish) 

1xLND2  Fokker CX (Finnish) 

 

 

Despite the vast size of force available for Barbarossa, there are still huge numbers of troops in 

garrisons in France, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Yugoslavia and Greece.   

 

As word of the attack on the Rodina spreads, more than a dozen major units start to mobilise across 

the USSR.  In city after city armies spring up, not yet fully operational, but able to defend 

themselves.  Unfortunately their current lack of mobility means that STAVKA will struggle to react 

against the Nazi onslaught.  On a positive note, they will at least slow the Finns if Marshall 

Mannerheim decides to strike at Murmansk and Archangel which were previously undefended. 

 

Although analysts had expected a devastating air attack to be the opening salvo of Barbarossa, in 

fact fewer than a thousand aircraft (all Italian) take part in disruptive air raids prior to the ground 

troops going in.  A covert source within Luftwaffe High Command informs the Allies that the Russian 

tactic of moving all major defensive forces 500-600 kilometres back from the border has infuriated 

Reichsmarschall Goering.  The Luftwaffe is built around short range ground support aircraft and 

cannot reach the best targets.  In addition, pure logistics means that the few planes can be moved in 

the early phases of the war are expected to be fighter units rebasing to freshly captured airfields in 

Russia proper. 

 

The pride of the Regia Aeronautica, the Piaggio squadrons, are sent more than 500 kilometres into 

Russia to strike at Kiev where large mobile forces are held in reserve.  Unfortunately there seems to 

have been some breakdown in communication in the briefing room – the 4-engine bombers succeed 

in knocking out of action an infantry division and some squadrons of antiquated I-153 fighters but 

completely ignore the mechanised and motorised armies that were the raid targets.  The 

disappointed crews contemplate their failure on the long flight to their new base in Danzig. 

 

Squadrons of Ca 135 bombers, much derided by the Allies in North Africa because their inability to 

carry out effective bombing missions, are for once the toast of the Axis High Command.  As they 

return from Odessa, they leave behind a city whose defenders are a disorganised rabble.  While the 

4
th

 Infantry Army is a second-rate unit not expected to put up much of a fight, the 2
nd

 Guards Army is 

one of the crack units of the Red Army and its failure could lead to the early loss of the city. 

 

The only short range planes that are used on Day 1 of the attack are some Italian made Stukas that 

hit frontline areas northwest of Odessa with mixed results – about half the defending units are 

disrupted but the remainder are still able to fight. 

 

Although the Russians have a strong force in Leningrad, including more 

than 600 fighter aircraft, the northern coast has been largely neglected, 

perhaps because of the need to rush troops to respond to the threat from 

the Turkish border, perhaps because they expected the Finns to assume a 

fairly passive role in the event of an attack by Germany. 

 

 

 Marshall Mannerheim at his headquarters before hostilities 

commence.  He has apparently been requested to lead the 

Finns in attacks on Murmansk and Archangel. 



Whatever the reason, the Finns have a different plan.  The border with Russia is held by the famed 

Guards Corps, supported by a Ski Division and protected by squadrons of Fokker DXXI fighters.  The 

rest of the army is in the north.  Marshall Mannerheim faces only a barely mobilised 61
st

 Garrison 

Army when he launches his assault on Murmansk.  The lack of organisation helps in the attack, but 

the overwhelming strength of the Finns means the Russians have no chance and they are soon 

dispatched without loss to Mannerheim’s force, although he is forced to halt his army in Murmansk 

to rebuild supplies. 

 

General von Bock leads his men forward into Lithuania where only limited resistance is expected.  

The 23
rd

 Garrison Army is encircled and forced to surrender and the 54
th

 Garrison Army is wiped out 

attempting to hold Kaunas. 

 

 
 

 

 

West of Minsk the 2
nd

 Infantry Army attempts to mount a counter-attack but, with support from 

squadrons of Ju 88A4 bombers (unopposed with the Russian fighters still on the ground), von 

Manstein outmanoeuvres the slower Russians who are eliminated.  Unfortunately, by concentrating 

on not allowing the defenders to retreat, the opportunity for a breakthrough is missed. 

 

Army Group Centre races across hundreds of kilometres of undefended territory, questioning why 

the Communists would abandon so much of their country without a fight. 

 

Northwest of Odessa DAK Armoured Corps and XVIII Mechanised Corps spearhead an attack on the 

entrenched 25
th

 and 33
rd

 Armies.  Once again German bombers are unopposed because of the 

surprise of the attack, and the outnumbered defenders simply disappear as the armoured units 

breakthrough to the northeast. 

 

Generals von Bock and von Manstein lead Army Group North into the Baltic States  



North of Cernauti another mass encirclement takes place with the men of the Russian 12
th

 Army 

suffering a similar fate to their compatriots.  This time however, the attackers take some casualties 

as III Armour Corps hits some resistance (1BP). 

 

 
 

 

Army Group Turkisch mounts only a limited attack on its left flank, assaulting the vital port of Batum.  

Despite being provided with the most modern equipment available, the 40
th

 Garrison Army is no 

match for the determined Turko-German attack, particularly as General Inonu calls in the Turkish Air 

Force to provide assistance from its A-30 bomber units and uses the specialist German Alpine 

Gebirgsjaegers.  Batum falls quickly and is occupied by the German I Infantry and the Turkish 1
st

 

Mechanised Corps and 1
st

 Infantry Division. 

 

At the end of the initial phase of the attack on Russia, the bulk of the Wehrmacht forces are in 

contact with the Red Army.   Most of Lithuania has been liberated, most of Eastern Poland is in 

German hands and lead elements in the north have entered Russia itself.  Army Group Centre, 

although strung out, has its main force within striking distance of the Russian front line, and in the 

south the Russian 29
th

 Army is cut off, as is the city of Odessa. 

 

The Imperial Japanese Navy also has some good news.  Although submarines off the Hawaiian 

Islands fail to locate ships ferrying supplies to the US Navy base at Pearl Harbour, a carrier fleet has 

success in an attack on an Australian harbour.  The quiet port of Fremantle is sheltering a group of 

Army Groups Centre and South link up on the Russian border 

A Mitsubishi G4M “Betty” flies from 

an airfield in the Dutch East Indies to 

bomb shipping in the port of 

Fremantle, just south of Perth.  The 

attack will cause widespread 

consternation in Australia. 



A B5N1 “Kate” takes off from 

the carrier “Zuiho”, ready to 

hit troopships sheltering in 

Fremantle harbour. 

troopships which escaped from the fall of the Dutch East Indies, 

escorted by the damaged light cruiser “Carlisle” and the coastal 

monitor “Terror”.  Also in port are the light cruisers “Caledon”, 

“Curlew” and “Danae”.    Unknown to the defenders, a small carrier 

force is hiding off the coast.  The port is shocked into full alert as 

waves of B5N1 “Kate” torpedo bombers from the “Zuiho” and D3A1 

“Val” dive bombers from the “Shoho”, having used the island of 

Rottnest to mask their approach, burst over the port.  To make 

matters worse, the attack has been coordinated with a flight of long 

range “Betty” bombers from the Netherlands East Indies.  Totally 

surprised (once again, Allies dr = 10, Axis dr = 2) the defenders put 

up only a token resistance.  The troopships are all sunk, as is the 

“Terror”.  The “Caledon” is also badly damaged.  While two cruisers 

remain unharmed, the carrier fleet has no need to worry about a 

sortie by the survivors. 

 

Casualties are high and Australia is in uproar at the first enemy attack on Australian soil in the 

country’s history.  To add insult to injury, the troopships were built in Australia only months ago and 

were virtually brand new, never having been used. 

 

The Italians are not as lucky as the Japanese.  Although a large fleet attempts to locate the “Durban” 

in the Arabian Sea, storms make it easy for the lone patrolling cruiser to avoid detection. 

 

 

Impulse 2 (Allies) Congress rejects Roosevelt 

 

Declarations of War: USA – v – Germany/Italy: Fails dr required = 8 dr = 9 2 chits removed 

 

Sensing that the time may be right to persuade Congress that Hitler (and Il Duce) must be stopped, 

President Roosevelt attempts to bring the USA into the European war.  Perhaps because of a deep 

seated distrust of Stalin and the USSR, and a reluctance to be seen to be supporting the Communists, 

the move fails.  Prime Minister Churchill is devastated at this short sighted approach and the 

President swears to keep moving the Bill until he succeeds. 

 

Despite the failure of his political strategy, the President orders troops to move to Europe.  

Troopships land two Marine Corps in Belfast, while General Clark and the C-Bees engineers are en 

route in the Faeroes, guarded by a massive fleet in case of a pre-emptive attack by the Kriegsmarine. 

 

Russian industry reacts swiftly and the Vitebsk armaments factory complex is dismantled and put on 

rail wagons, destined for the far off city of Penza in the Volga District. 

 

With the country at war, peace time restrictions on troop movements that slowed the pull back from 

the border areas are no longer relevant.  Russian units stream east to defend the Rodina, 

abandoning Lithuania, most of Latvia and all of Poland.  Everywhere mobile reserves move to plug 

holes in the line that STAVKA is striving to build along the entire west of the country.   

 

 SB-2KK bombers rebase to Tiflis to help the Caucasus Front, while squadrons of “Sturmoviks”, which 

are hoped to be as decisive as the Luftwaffe’s “Stukas”, move to Kiev.   The rest of the VVS is already 

in position to attempt to thwart any German attacks. 

 



An 88mm gun of the Hermann Goering Division 

targets light vehicles of the 2
nd

 Guards Cavalry. 

Even though Yeremenko is aware of the strong forces in front of him, he still allows the 8
th

 Guards to 

move towards Baku, ready to defend the oil fields should the Axis threaten to swing that way. 

 

The Commonwealth has a success in the Mediterranean, 

although to the frustration of the Royal Navy it is the Air Force 

which sinks the cruiser “Duca D’Aosta”, having found her 

patrolling by herself.  The streets of Gibraltar are for once full of 

jubilant citizens as the victorious “Beauforts” return having 

swept the Eastern Mediterranean free of Italian presence. 

 

 

 

The Navy is encouraged, however, as it manages to rebuild the convoy lanes from South Africa.  The 

only question is whether the lumbering cargo ships can be protected from raiders, U-boats, bombers 

and surface ship sorties.  One positive is that reconnaissance flights show that the Kriegsmarine has 

abandoned Brest, obviously having decided the risk of air attack is too high.  The entire Kriegsmarine 

is now back in Kiel, protected by a network of fighters and flak. 

 

The USN has mixed results in its first submarine attacks on the Japanese merchant navy.  While 

some tankers and other ships are sunk, a number of the better submarines are damaged and must 

begin the long journey back to the mainland for repairs, while others are forced to cut short their 

patrols.  Thought was given to basing submarines in Manila, but cooler heads point out that 

maintaining supply to the Philippines could be difficult, particularly as the Pacific fleet still only has 

four carriers. 

 

Perhaps as a sign of things to come, squadrons of American B-18A bombers flying extended range 

start to land at airfields across Sussex. 

 

Impulse 3 (Axis) Russian defences crumble 

 

Weather dr = 9  Fair, Fair, Fair, Storm, Fair, Fair (1) 

 

As anticipated by General Timoshenko, the German 2
nd

 Mechanised Division moves to Tehran, and 

the Cairo militia is railed there to consolidate German control of Persia.   

 

With its land units largely within reach of the Russian front line, the Wehrmacht launches a series of 

attacks.  It is hoped that the overwhelming superiority on the ground will offset any difficulties 

arising from the shortage of air cover (the Luftwaffe is still struggling to bring fighters and, to a lesser 

extent, bombers within range of battle zones). 

In Latvia, Hungarian fighters easily drive off 

some MiG-1s. This allows several hundred Bf 

109s (each loaded with four 50kg bombs) to 

bomb and strafe the defenders.  The Russians 

manage to get some squadrons of Pe-2 

bombers through but they cannot slow the 

attackers.  Led by the Hermann Goering Panzer 

Division, the Germans smash through the 2
nd

 

Guards Cavalry, which attempted a mobile 

defence.  No Russians survive and the Germans 

pour through the gap.  (Danny’s dice rolling is 

improving: 3D10 dr = 22) 

Bristol Beauforts return to base at Gibraltar after launching 

their torpedoes at the “Emanuele Filiberto Duca D’Aosta” 



Fallschirmjagers of II Para before 

the attack on 3
rd

 Garrison Army 

 

NE of Batum, the 3
rd

 Guards Garrison Army has dug in and 

poses a significant problem for the combined German-Turkish 

invaders.  As a result, II Para Corps, the veterans of Brussels and 

the Greek campaign, are called on once again.  The lack of 

Russian fighter cover allows the lumbering Ju 52 transports (as 

well as several hundred Ju 88A4 bombers) a clear run to the 

battlefield.  Unfortunately, the only fighters available to the 

Axis are some squadrons of PZL P24 aircraft of the Turkish Air 

Force.  These are forced to withdraw by the 20mm cannons and 

multiple machine guns of Pe-8 heavy bombers from Stalino, and 

the bombers, together a locally based SB-2KK group, support 

the embattled defenders.  Despite this minor victory, on the 

ground the battle is a foregone conclusion and the 3
rd

 Guards is 

surrounded and forced to surrender.  II Para takes heavy 

casualties, however, and will need substantial replacements 

(2BP – losses doubled for specialist unit.  Danny continues his 

newfound dice rolling skill – dr = 23). 

 

West of Kiev, 300 LaGG -3 fighters take on twice that number of Messerschmitts and are forced to 

withdraw.  This allows the Germans to attack the Sturmoviks which were attempting to hit the 

Panzer units leading an attack on the 4
th

 Siberian and 11
th

 Armies.  Despite their heavy armour, the 

Il-2M3s are shot out of the sky by the swarms of fighters, although the pilots survive.  With no 

support other than that of some 85mm guns to the rear, the ground forces fight well but when the 

fast moving Germans surround their entrenched positions both armies are forced to lay down their 

arms.  (3D10 dr = 15: only 4BPs lost by the defenders but Encircle result is Eliminate).  

 

Pausing briefly in the advance eastwards, General Guderian supervises the annihilation of the 

Russian 29
th

 Army, cut off and isolated by the rapid movement of Army Group South. 

 

Reserves from OKH (1xOP) are used to replace casualties suffered by III Armoured Corps during the 

initial assault – it is now at full strength. 

 

Off the Hawaiian Islands, Japanese submarines persist in their search for the vital cargo ships 

keeping Pearl Harbour in supply from the US mainland.  The US has chosen to not use convoys but 

instead to run supply ships at extreme range – while more risky, this does allow an opportunity to 

As the armoured and 

motorised spearheads 

dash deeper into the 

Ukraine, the bulk of the 

Wehrmacht follows on 

foot, mopping up the 

bypassed strongholds.  

This unit is unconcerned 

about any counter-attack 

as the last pocket of 

resistance has just been 

eliminated. 



respond to attack.  For a brief moment the commander of the submarine group thinks he has been 

successful before he realises that that the ships detected are fact two USN light cruisers: the 

“Denver” and “Columbia”.  In the short exchange that follows, half the submarines are damaged, but 

both American ships are forced to return to port.  The remaining 30 submarines press home the 

attack and sink the now unprotected supply ships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the only supply link to the West Coast now traced through the Christmas Island area, Japanese 

submarines in the region also search for merchantmen.  None are detected, and the patrolling 

“Chicago” and “New Orleans” miss the submarines as well. 

 

Finally General Graziani has a reason to smile, as squadrons of Z 1007 “Alcione” and BR 20 “Cicogna” 

bombers return from their latest mission with the news that Khartoum is in flames and the 

defenders are completely demoralised.  With support from a few ships that have been left in the Red 

Sea, the Italian troops surge forward and the storm the city.  The 1
st

 Australian Motorised Corps and 

the territorial support troops manage to hold off the initial assault but with nowhere to retreat are 

forced to surrender.  Italian losses are restricted to some Ethiopian territorials. 

 

 

Impulse 4 (Allies) Total War 

 

Declarations of War USA – v – Germany/Italy dr required = 9 dr = 6 War declared  

 

Unconcerned by the rejection by Congress of his previous attempt to declare war on the European 

Axis, President Roosevelt again fronts the legislature.  Perhaps realising that public opinion is 

changing, and that the President will keep pushing the point, Congress agrees to pass the Bill.  The 

war is now truly global. 

 

Although the Kremlin is overjoyed that the industrial might of the USA is now lined up against 

Germany, this does not ease the current danger faced by the Red Army.  Losses in the past few 

weeks already total more than 600,000 men and the German advance has not even been slowed. 

 

In the Caucasus, General Yeremenko authorises a pull back to the mountains and the city of Tiflis.  In 

the north, Zhukov himself orders the evacuation of the rest of Latvia (other than the doomed 

garrison of Riga), while more units pull back in the direction of Pskov.  The defenders of Minsk are 

ordered to hold, as is the 1
st
 Army which is immobilised in the forest southeast of the city.  Cavalry 

units rush to screen Vitebsk – while STAVKA knows they are no match for the armour heading their 

way, they are the only units mobile enough to block the path to the city.  In the Ukraine, in a 

Two “Cleveland” class light cruisers, CL-58 USS “Denver” (left) and the CL-56 USS “Columbia” (right) on 

patrol off the Hawaiian Islands.  This is a vital task as Japanese submarines are under orders to risk 

everything to cut supply to the USN forward base.  Unfortunately the cruisers fail in their task of 

protecting the supply ships which make the dangerous voyage from the US West Coast to Pearl Harbour. 



desperate attempt to shore up defences General Timoshenko places his own headquarters unit into 

the line in front of Kiev and uses its reserves to resupply some artillery and militia. 

 

Indian territorial troops exhaust themselves struggling through the mountains and jungles to occupy 

the Burmese oilfields before the Japanese reach them. 

 

Determined to teach the Regia Marina who really controls the seas, Admiral Cunningham leads the 

Bombay fleet out of harbour and into the stormy West Indian Ocean.  Unfortunately he decides to 

split his fleet, with his slower battleships and a Greek cruiser, together with the carrier “Hermes” 

detached from his main fleet. Once again his spotters miss the Italians.  But his counterpart, 

Ammiraglio di Squadra Navale, Carlo Bergamini, is also keen for a showdown.  Ordering his cruisers 

to extreme efforts (Danny used 9 cruisers to search) he locates the smaller, slower force containing 

the carrier “Hermes”.  Once again the British are caught without any aircraft capable of carrying a 

bomb, and the Italians can close to gunnery range.  The British battleships screen the vulnerable 

carrier as much as they can during the battle and pay the price.  Both the “Royal Sovereign” and the 

“Royal Oak” sustain severe damage (both surviving potentially fatal hits), but the Greek cruiser 

“Giogios Averof” is not so lucky.  The veteran of several clashes with the Italians is lost with all 

hands.  Ammiraglio Bergamini is not happy, however, as the cost has been high.  The battleship 

“Andrea Doria” has been sunk by the 15inch guns of the British battleships, while the “Roma” has 

been crippled.  Despite being able to claim a marginal victory, he orders the fleet to immediately 

return to Port Said. 

 

 

Off the New Zealand coast, the Handelsstorkreuzer “Kormoran” probably felt quite secure, 

thousands of kilometres from the nearest Allied naval base.  But Korvettenkapitan Detmer did not 

count on the desire of the USN to be seen to be helping the Allied cause.  When coast-watchers 

report sighting the raider passing a remote island, four American cruisers receive orders to leave 

The “Royal Oak” (top left) leads Admiral Cunningham’s Bombay fleet out to take on the Regia 

Marina in the West Indian Ocean.  While she and her sister “Revenge” class battleship the “Royal 

Sovereign” (top right) will be severely damaged, their 16x15 inch guns will sink the Italian battleship 

“Andrea Doria”  (bottom right)  as well as landing critical hits on the “Roma” (bottom left), the pride 

of Ammiraglio Bergamini’s  (top centre) Indian Ocean fleet. 



Pearl Harbour and head south.  Having located their target, the battle is short – while she has six 

150mm guns, she has no real armour or fire control systems and the “Kormoran” is no match for the 

combined firepower of the “Minneapolis”, “Portland” “Salt Lake City” and “Astoria”.  The cruisers do 

not take a hit, while Detmer and some of his crew are rescued from his sinking ship.  Back in 

Whitehall, senior members the British Admiralty relax a little as it seems the raider threat is now a 

thing of the past. 

 

General Clark lands west of Belfast and immediately refuels the transports that are sitting in the 

harbour.  The CeeBees engineers land in Belfast itself. 

 

 

Impulse 5 (Axis) Russian losses mount 

 

Weather dr = 7  Fair, Fair, Fair, Storm, Fair, Fair (1) 

 

The Italian II Mountain Corps rails from Turkey to Persia.  

 

With resistance starting to stiffen, Germany tries to soften up Russian defenders southwest of Kiev 

by bombing their positions.  To reduce the chance of heavy casualties, several hundred Ju 88A4 

bombers attack.  Their speed and armour allows them to escape when intercepted by swarms of I-17 

fighters but over the target they are hit by concentrated 85mm anti-aircraft fire.  Some bombs are 

dropped but are completely ineffective.  General Guderian shrugs off the poor result and orders yet 

another encirclement attempt, relying on the speed of his units to achieve success.  His confidence is 

justified – although the Russian commanders follow the textbook with a mobile defence, they are hit 

with such offensive power that they are pinned to their positions.  Long lines of prisoners head west 

as the 6
th

 Motorised Army, the 51
st

 Army and a disappointed 85mm anti-aircraft division lay down 

their arms.  (Danny’s dr = 20: I may have to ask for a drug test!). 

 

 

German armour pours east virtually 

unopposed (above), while captured 

Soviet heavy artillery (top left) sits 

unattended and prisoners (left), 

escorted by Rumanians, head west. 



Soviet gunners (above) prepare for the assault 

on Odessa.  Their efforts will be in vain – 

within days Rumanian garrison troops enter 

the city (below) and seize the damaged port 

(bottom right) and rail installations. 

 

Further south, Guderian decides that he must 

remove the threat to his right flank from the 

heavily defended city of Odessa.  He orders 

several infantry armies to make a standard 

frontal assault on the city.  As expected, the 

defenders are entrenched, and put up a spirited 

defence.  But with no avenue of escape when 

casualties mount, the crack 2
nd

 Guards Garrison 

Army and the less highly esteemed 4
th

 Army are 

trapped in the city as it falls to the advancing 

German XIII Corps.   XVII Corps licks its wounds, 

having suffered badly during the assault (2BPs – 

DR= 14, below average at last). 

 

 

 

A far better result is achieved in the assault of Riga.  Although again the Germans attack head on, the 

city is held by a single Russian Army (the 6
th

) and as a result the city’s defences swiftly collapse.  

(Danny dr = 24!)  There are unconfirmed reports that popular feeling is strongly pro-German and 

that a local SS unit is being formed. 

 

A critical city on the way to Moscow is Minsk, the capital of the Byelorussian SSP.  Luftflotte North 

commits about 600 aircraft to the attack on the city, but the Luftwaffe pilots are taken aback at the 

VVS response.  The 300 Fw 190A escorts are surrounded by Yak-1, Mig-1 and I-17 fighters and are 

rapidly shot down, with all the pilots lost over hostile territory.  While a group of Fw 190G2 fighter-

bombers get through, they cannot offset the assistance provided to the defenders by hundreds of Il-

4 and DB-3 bombers which are cleared through by the elimination of the Luftwaffe fighter cover. 

 

Von Manstein and von Bock are unable to halt the ground attack as the troops are already 

committed, but they fear the worst.  Their concerns are justified – the operation is a disaster.  XXXIII 

Infantry Corps is totally destroyed, X Infantry takes losses (1BP) and many units are totally exhausted 

and need resupply before any further movement will be possible.  (dr = 16 but base attack of only 9) 

 

The Russian defenders are jubilant.  Although the 9
th

 Guards Army has been badly hurt (2BP), its 

success over the invaders leads it to be renamed the 9
th

 Guards Banner Army.  The resulting increase 

in morale offsets the damage caused by the casualties.  In addition, Stalin proclaims Minsk to be a 

“Hero City” for its valiant resistance.  The German OKH swears that the 9
th

 will never escape and that 

Minsk will be the tomb of the first Banner Army. 

 



The news from the Caucasus Front is not quite as 

positive.  The 1
st

 Guards Garrison Army which has been 

given the task of holding the mountains south of Tiflis is 

hit by a straightforward assault and is wiped out, 

although it does cripple the Alpine Corps (3BPs) and 

completely exhaust all the attackers. 

 

Unconcerned with world opinion now that the USA is at war with the Empire, Japan informs the 

Vichy Government that, to prevent an Allied invasion of Madagascar, it will be taking over the 

territory.  Marshall Petain is furious but powerless. 

 

As an indication of Japan’s westward plans, Admiral Yamamoto moves his headquarters into Burma. 

 

Off the Hawaiian Islands the cat and mouse game between the USN and Japanese submarines 

continues.  This time the “New Orleans” and “Chicago” win the round, finding and damaging some 

submarines before any supply vessels are spotted. 

 

 

Impulse 6 (Allies) War on Portugal 

 

Declarations of War Allies declare war on Portugal (Japan takes control of Portuguese forces) 

 

The Allies realise it is essential to help the USSR and that the best way to achieve this is to create a 

second front.  Unfortunately US production, limited by past inefficiency, cannot provide sufficient 

amphibious landing craft, transports and specialised troops to allow an opposed landing in France or 

Germany.  The Commonwealth is in a similar position, with its production capacity reduced through 

shipping losses and its army decimated by the catastrophes of Belgium and Egypt.   Frustrated by 

Spanish control of Morocco, and realising that a small scale invasion of Spain itself could be 

disastrous, the Allies decide that Portugal would be a logical place to build up a force able to take on 

the Wehrmacht.  Unfortunately Prime Minister Salazar is determined to keep Portugal neutral, so 

the Allies reluctantly decide to invade. 

 

Loaded onto the troopships resupplied by General Clark, I and V Marine Corps sail into the Bay of 

Biscay.  The CeeBees accompany them on some British destroyers.  A huge British fleet provides 

protection and the probability of support in their mission.  The Portuguese army is small, and its best 

unit (a Guards corps) is deployed overseas in Angola, together with a destroyer flotilla.  As a result, 

only Lisbon itself can be defended.  The garrison has no chance against two full corps of marines 

with engineer support, backed up by the guns and aircraft of the Royal Navy.  Lisbon falls almost 

immediately, and a group of cargo ships slip through the Royal Navy blockade and heads for Luanda. 

 

Aware that the Japanese may seek to take advantage of their new alliance with Portugal, the 

“Queens” leave Bombay and head for Pretoria, where they unload the 4
th

 Indian Motorised Corps.  

The risk of losing South Africa to an invasion from Mozambique is minimised, at least for now. 

 

In another attempt to draw resources from the Russian front, a joint Allied night bombing mission 

heads for Dusseldorf.  While Germany has made preparations for Allied strategic bombing, the Bf 

109 E1 and E2 pilots are not prepared for a night attack, particularly as it is escorted by hundreds of 

Beaufighter and Mosquito night-fighters.  The bombers get through easily, evading most of the 

105mm flak, but the bomb loads are too light to do any significant damage. 

Gebirgsjaegers will throw back the Russians from the 

Turkish border, but at cost of thousands of casualties. 


